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Overview 
 

With Governor Wolf’s indefinite closure of schools, there are many questions regarding the close of the 2019-2020 school 
year.  Over the past three weeks, our focus has been on reaching out to each of our families and to develop a framework 
that provides our students and staff with clear goals and targets, while being adaptable to our unprecedented 
circumstances.  Through our conversations, we have realized that the best thing we can do is provide a sense of structure 
in a time of uncertainty and a social outlet for our kids to connect with their teachers and their classmates. Teaching and 
Learning is the foundation of what we do.  However, in the midst of a global pandemic, our focus on human connection 
and using our passion for young people and providing a framework for communication is our most worthy role.  
 

All of our teachers have been reaching out to each of their students individually this week to provide an update on course 
grades and opportunities to improve individual grades and to participate in enrichment activities. Given the depth of the 
conversations, our teachers will continue their outreach next week for students they have yet to contact. We have asked 
our teachers to develop enrichment activities that reflect how they would teach if there were no tests and there were no 
grades. We truly believe our teachers’ passion and mastery of their content and their profession will provide a sense of 
purpose in a national time of pause. 
 

 

Secondary Update 
 

At the Secondary Complex, teams of teachers and administrators made initial phone calls to all of our 6-12 students to 
check in on their well-being and to perform a needs assessment in regard to food, necessities and expanding into internet 
access. The information gathered pertaining to internet access is being used to provide printed materials for students who 
would not be able to utilize the internet to participate in enrichment activities. 
 

Administrators met with all faculty members on Monday and Tuesday in order to begin sharing plans of how we will move 
forward through this trying time. The first step was for teachers to reach out to all of their students in order to discuss how 
things were going and what students could be doing in order to help improve their third quarter grades or to prepare for 
final exams or projects in Concurrent Enrollment courses at the 9-12 level. For the 6-8 grades, we encouraged students to 
continue to work on i-Ready either online or through printed resources made available to them.  
 

Our faculty worked hard to ensure that all students were contacted and understood what they could be doing to continue 
to make educational progress. Several of our teachers have been holding regular Zoom meetings with our students and 
engaging in meaningful enrichment activities already! As we move forward, we will continue to monitor students’ well-
being and academic progress, and every student will have personal contact from at least one of their teachers on a weekly 
basis. 
 

Elementary Update 
 

Our teachers have been working hard to support our Little Panthers at the elementary level this week. Their initial contact 
with students and families was meant to connect personally and also share the availability of food resources. Not only have 
we provided an average of 150 take-out lunches from Memorial Elementary School, but we have also delivered meals and 
Panther Packs to over 190 students twice this week! 
 

Educationally, we encouraged our students to continue use of i-Ready personalized online math and reading lessons. When 
necessary, individualized printed materials were made available to those without access to the online program. We are 
most proud of the individual and small group conversations our teachers have been having with their students. In this 
unprecedented time of uncertainty and change, we are grateful to have teachers so dedicated to the mental and social 
well-being of our kids and our community. We look forward to providing additional enrichment activities for all of our Little 
Panthers in the near future! 
 

Conclusion 
 

It is not our goal to add additional stress to any student or family.  It is our promise and pledge to each of you that if you 
are willing to work with us, we will work with you to finish the 2019-2020 school year in as positive a light as we can, while 
doing everything we can to ensure we are all ready to welcome next school year primed and ready for re-discovering our 
success and re-connecting to our friends.  


